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Academically Excellent and Passionately Catholic 

“Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bodies and comfort our hearts.  You ask us not to be afraid. 
Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the storm.  Tell us 

again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt. 28-5). And we, together with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care 
about us” ( 1 Peter5:7).”  ~  Pope Francis 

July 30, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

It is our hope that all are staying healthy, safe and cool these past few weeks.  Much of the planning for the 

opening of the school year has been completed!  However, things keep changing!  Attached are the most recent 

updates that the committee has put together.  Several new slides have been added. Please make yourself familiar 

with the document. 

All but 4% of our families completed the survey that was sent out last week.  THANK YOU!  It will help us in 

making some adjustments ~ especially with morning drop off ~ see info below. 

Much work has been done again in the building this summer including: 

 New FIRE ALARM System installed. 

 Water fountains are being replaced or retro-fitted with water bottle fillers. 

 All carpeting has been removed from the 6, 7, and 8 wing and replaced with tile flooring.   

 The 6,7, and 8 classrooms and hallways have been painted. 

 All stairway railings have been painted. 

 Student and faculty bathrooms are being painted. 

 We are also transitioning from fluorescent lights in the ceilings to LED lights. 

Catholic Schools ONWARD ~ SMM Guidelines 

The guidelines developed for keeping everyone healthy and safe are attached. It contains information regarding:  

Partnership Cohorting Social Distancing Strategic use of Mask 

Cleaning Monitoring Health Virtual/Distance Learning Attendance 

Please make yourself and your children aware of some of the important changes as well as the rationale for the 

changes.  It is extremely important that there is 100% cooperation with all aspects of this plan. 

NEW FAMILY ORIENTATION 

We will be conducting our new family orientation for parents on August 19, 2020 at 

6:30pm in the school gym.  Forty (40) new families are joining our school community. 

We will be socially distancing, pairs of chairs 6ft apart and we ask that you wear a mask.  

The agenda for that evening is a welcome from Monsignor and our Home & School 

Association Executive Board.  Then I will be conducting a POWERPOINT presentation of 

those 25 questions that you will need to know the answers to before school starts.  Lite 

refreshments will be available ~ a little wine and cheese! 



STATIONERY SUPPLIES 

The list of the parent purchased items is attached. 

The School logo facial mask and water bottle are available on the on-line ordering system ~ Parent Portal. 

HELP WANTED 

Last year when they refinished the black top, the Four Square and Hop Scotch were covered over.  The images 

are still there but not painted.  Those two activities would be great for the necessary social distancing during 

recess.  Looking for PARENT VOLUNTEERS to repaint the existing templates.  I will purchase the templates 

so that we can add a few more so the cohorts have them in each area of the black top.  All supplies would be 

available, just need man or woman power to get it done.  If interested please email Ms. Winterberger 

principal@stmarymagdalen.net . 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Due to social distancing guidelines and Covid restrictions, we will not be offering a safe environment 

class at SMM this fall.  If  you need the Protecting God’s Children class now, please go to virtus.org and 

check for other options, including online classes being held with limited spots available.   

If you have questions, please email Maureen Scheuerman at safeenvironment@stmarymagdalen.net 

 

REVISED PLAN FOR MORNING DROP OFF  (see attached) 

Based on the information gathered in the survey, we have 125 families utilizing cars to bring their children to 

school. Therefore in order to execute the drop-off in a more efficient way, the following procedures will be put 

in place: 

 Everyone will enter the school ground through the driveway next to the gym. 

 Front lot is for faculty, staff and buses ONLY. 

 ONLY those families with PreK students may park in the spaces in the back top parking lot. 

o Parents will turn off their cars, remove their child(ren) and walk them over to the 

crosswalk. 

o PLEASE hold their hands and be CAUTIOUS of moving traffic. 

 SINGLE child families are to drive down to the lower parking lot and form a line, along the 

grass between the lots to let your child exit from the driver-side of the car.  Those students 

will line up on the pathway up to the upper lot and will be safely crossed over to the sidewalk 

by a staff member. 

 Families with two or more students, will use the drop-off path in the upper lot as we have 

in the past. 

 STUDENTS should get out on the driver’s side of the car, PARENTS are to stay in their 

cars, refrain from being on your cell phones, be alert to all that is happening around you, 

have your children ready to get out of the car once you STOP. 

o When driving through the drop off line, please be attentive to those in front of you so 

to keep the process moving. 

o Pull your car forward until the line stops to let your children out of the car, allowing 

about 12 cars to empty at a time 

                                   NO SPEEDING, PLEASE ! 
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 SMM Staffing changes for 2020-2021 
 Mrs. Susan Hodlofski, Office Assistant, has decided to retire from her position at St. Mary 

Magdalen School.  We are very grateful for the many years that Mrs. Hodlofski has been at 

SMM.  She will truly be missed! 

 

 In an effort to address the possible “Covid Slide” ~ loss academic time ~ it is essential to add 

more instructional time to ELA and Math.  In order to provide that extra time, it was 

necessary to temporarily eliminate some of areas of our current curricular program.  

o In grades K-3 the instruction of Social Studies and Science will be incorporated into 

the major areas of Math and ELA during the First Trimester. 

o Art, as we have known it, has been eliminated for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

 At the end of Trimester 1, we will reassess students’ progress; if the data shows that we are 

progressing and on-track we will: 

o Reinstate the Science and Social Studies as separate and distinct programs in grades 

K to 3. 

o We will explore having an Artist in Residence Program such as Young Rembrandts 

for Trimester 2 and 3.   

o Plans will be made to reinstate the Art program in 2021-2022, if safe to do so. 

 

 We wish to thank Mrs. Patricia Atkinson for her years of experience at SMM and for her 

talents shared with both the school and the parish over the years. 

 

 


