
 St. Mary Magdalen School 
  Academically Excellent and Passionately Catholic     

2430 North Providence Road 
Media, PA 19063 

Phone 610-565-1822 Fax: 610-627-9670 
 

August 4, 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 

 

It is with great concern that I write this letter.  The survey results tell me that 95% of you would like your 

children back in school, and we are happy to make that happen.  Hopefully all of you have found the time 

to read the document, “Catholic Schools ONWARD ~ SMM Guidelines.” As you read through the 

document and the resources that were utilized, the recommendations for schools to open include: the 

partnership of monitoring the health of the children, social distancing of six feet, cohorts, and the wearing 

of masks.  We have made every effort to accommodate those scenarios in order to keep the children safe 

and healthy. 

 

Our teachers and staff have raised concerns that perhaps we are not doing enough to protect them and the 

children in these guidelines. After much thought and discernment, the committee has decided that we can 

do a bit more to make sure our teachers/staff and children feel even safer about coming to school each day. 

Many of teachers and staff have their own children, husbands, aging parents, grandchildren, health 

concerns, and a few of us (self-included) that are over the age of 60. The goal in providing our guidelines 

is intended to keep everyone as safe as possible. 

 

We value and know that we have an outstanding group of teachers that service and care for our children.  

We want to make sure we do not lose them because we are not doing enough; that their safety and health 

are equally as important as our children’s.   

 

For these reasons we are amending our guidelines regarding the wearing of masks: 

 All students PreK 3 to Grade 8 will be required to wear the masks throughout the day.  

 Frequent “masks breaks” (every 30-50 minutes, depending on the grade) will be given to the 

students. 

 Teachers will be required to wear the shields/with masks optional. 

Many of our teachers use small group activities and centers within their classrooms.  If the children are 

wearing masks they will be able to participate in some of those activities with distancing only 3ft-6ft.  It is 

also more realistic to realize that keeping the children six feet apart will be challenging, but if they have 

their masks on, both they and the others are better protected.  

 

In a discussion with Monsignor Chieffo, we decided to break our first grade students of 49 into three 

homerooms. The little bodies need more room.  My current office will become the third first grade 

classroom and I will be moving temporarily to the faculty lunch room.  Interviews are happening this week 

to fill that position.  

 

Thank you again for your understanding and cooperation with the guidelines and all of the precautions that 

have been put into place to keep everyone safe.  Please continue to pray that our lives will be restored to 

some normalcy sooner rather than later.  May the good Lord bless and protect you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Denise Winterberger, Principal    Monsignor Ralph J. Chieffo, Pastor 

 

The committee:  Mrs. Jennifer Roehrig, Mrs. Maribeth Hill, Mrs. Dorothy Brown, Ms. Kathleen Logan and 

Mrs. Tara Bonsall, RN 


